
As a new Tabb Lakes year is here, we begin with the same fac-

es on the Board of Directors (BOD) as last year; but we have 

some new faces among our committee managers. Please no-

tice these on the back page: the Lake 1 and 2 Managers are 

different, and we now have a Beautification Committee that 

we are excited about. Please read their respective articles in 

this newsletter.  

 

However, we still need a Neighborhood Watch Chair as well as 

a Ground Maintenance Chair. We have neighborhood block 

captains in place; we just need a chairperson. If you are inter-

ested in these two positions, please contact any BOD member 

listed to the right of this column. 

  

The Holiday Season is here; we hope everyone had a grateful 

Thanksgiving and is preparing for wonderful December holi-

days. To put us all in the spirit, we are hosting once again a 

Holiday Decorating Contest with prizes for the day and night 

exhibits. Please read the article on page 5. 

 

We always welcome people to our monthly BOD meetings, es-

pecially if you come with suggestions as to how we can make 

our community better; but if you just want to come to hear 

what’s happening with the BOD, you, too, are welcome. The 

BOD meeting dates are posted on the webpage and usually 

happen the third Tuesday of each month at the Poquoson Li-

brary conference room. However, there is no December meet-

ing. 
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WINTER  WEATHER H EATI NG  SAF ET Y  T I PS  —  LOU  LAFR ENAY E  

As winter weather moves in, 

many people use fireplaces, 

space heaters, and other fuel-

fired equipment to warm their 

homes. While alternative heat-

ing sources can make your 

home cozy, using them in-

creases your risk of a home 

fire.  

  

According to the U.S. Fire Ad-

ministration (USFA), heating is 

the second leading cause of 

home fires following cooking.  

 From 2008-2010, an aver-

age of 50,100 home heat-

ing fires occurred in the 

United States each year 

and resulted in an annual 

average of approximately 

150 deaths, 575 injuries 

and $326 million in prop-

erty loss. 

 Heating was the second 

leading cause of home 

fires following cooking. 

 Home heating fires peaked 

in the early evening hours 

between 5 and 9 p.m. with 

the highest peak between 

6 and 8 p.m. This four hour 

period accounted for 30 

percent of all home heat-

ing fires. 

 Home heating fires peaked 

in January (21 percent) 

and declined to the lowest 

point during the summer 

months from June to Au-

gust. 

 Confined fires, those fires 

confined to chimneys, 

flues or fuel burners, ac-

counted for 87 percent of 

home heating fires. 

 Thirty percent of the non-

confined home heating 

fires occurred because the 

heat source was too close 

to things that can burn. 

 

Taking simple steps can pre-

vent a fire from happening in 

your home. The National Fire 

Protection Association and 

USFA offer these heating safe-

ty tips, including:  

 

 Keep anything that can 

burn at least three feet 

away from a fireplace, 

wood stove, or space heat-

er;   

 Make sure the fireplace 

has a sturdy screen to stop 

sparks from flying into the 

room;    

 Have your fireplace chim-

ney properly inspected for 

cracks and creosote 

buildup.  

 Always use the right kind 

of fuel, specified by the 

manufacturer, for fuel-

burning space heaters; 

and   

 Remember to turn portable 

heaters off when leaving 

the room or going to bed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information and 

ways to have a fire-safe home 

when the mercury dips, check 

out these USFA resource 

guides.  

www.usfa.fema.gov/

downloads/pdf/publications/

heat-

ing_fire_safety_vertical.pdf 

www.nfpa.org/safety-

information/for-consumers/

causes/heating/heating-safety

-tips 



The holiday season is upon us 

again, which means many of us 

are scrambling to decorate and 

tidy our homes for get-

togethers with families and 

friends for holiday celebrations. 

It also means more cooking, 

home decorating, entertaining, 

and an increased risk of fire 

due to heating equipment. Ac-

cording to the National Fire 

Protection Association (NFPA): 

 U.S. fire departments re-

sponded to an esti-

mated annual aver-

age of 240 home 

structure fires that 

began with Christ-

mas trees in 2005-

2009. These fires 

caused an annual 

average of 13 civilian 

fire deaths, 27 civilian fire 

injuries and $16.7 million 

in direct property damage. 

 On average, one of every 

 Half of all home heating 

fires occurred in December, 

January and February in 

2005-2009. 

 Holiday or other decorative 

lights with line voltage were 

involved in an average of 

150 home structure fires 

per year, resulting in an av-

erage of 8 civilian deaths, 

14 civilian injuries, and 

$8.5 million in direct prop-

erty damage. 

   The York County Department 

of Fire and Life Safety web site 

at www.yorkcounty.gov/

readyyorkcounty/

AreYouReady.aspx under the 

heading "Holiday Safety and 

Preparedness", provides a list 

of safety tips to assist you in 

protecting your family and 

property and to stay safe dur-

ing this winter holiday season.   

18 reported home Christ-

mas tree fires resulted in a 

death, compared to an av-

erage of one death per 141 

total reported home fires. 

 Forty-two percent of home 

Christmas tree structure 

fires occurred on the twelve 

days from December 23 

through January 3. 

 During 2005-2009, an esti-

mated 12,860 home struc-

ture fires started by can-

dles were reported to 

local fire departments. 

These fires resulted in 

an estimated 136 civil-

ian deaths, 1,041 civil-

ian injuries and an esti-

mated direct property 

loss of $471 million. 

 Two of every five re-

ported home fires start in 

the kitchen -- more than any 

other place in the home. 
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HO LI DAY  SA FET Y  R EMI NDER S—YORK  CO UNT Y DEPAR T MENT  O F 

FIR E  AND LI FE  SAF ET Y  

NEWS  F ROM LAK E 2  MANAG ER —  B I LL  K EPLES KY  

I recently volunteered as the 

TLHA Lake 2 Manager. I will 

monitor the lake maintenance 

contract for Lake 2 and report 

to the TLHA BOD any issues or 

concerns from homeowners 

regarding Lake 2.  Each month 

I will inspect the operation 

of the lake’s bio sys-

tems, algae growth, and 

the inflow and outflow 

pipes for obstructions.   

    

   The TLHA appreciates the 

regular policing of the trash 

and debris along the shoreline, 

and I will help out as well dur-

ing my inspections.    

   As a reminder, in order to 

keep the drainage into the 

lakes unobstructed and to 

reduce the organic mat-

ter decaying in the 

lakes, please do not let 

leaves accumulate in 

the drainage ditches or 

rake leaves into the lake.   

   One final re-

minder - since 

the geese pop-

ulation in our 

neighborhood 

is an issue, 

please do not 

feed the geese. 

  If you have any questions or 

concerns, my contact info is on 

the last page of this newslet-

ter. 
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Veteran ID cards for those who served  

A partnership of the DMV and Department of Veterans 

If you have questions and would like to speak to someone local, 

please call John “Ski” Przybylski, 757-867-9628. 

Cooler temperatures are set-

ting in, which means winter is 

on its way. Before winter 

weather hits our area, talk 

with your family about how to 

stay safe and take action to 

get prepared! Planning and 

preparing can help you man-

age the impact of severe win-

ter weather. 

  

   The “How to Prepare for a 

Winter Storm” guide outlines 

steps you can take now, in-

cluding:  

 Gather emergency sup-

plies;  

 Make a family emergency 

communication plan;  

 Install battery-powered or 

battery back-up carbon 

monoxide detectors;  

 If you have access to an 

outside generator, have an 

electric cord long enough 

to keep the generator at 

least 20 feet from any 

door, window, or vent;  

 NEVER use a generator 

inside your home or in any 

partially enclosed area; 

and  

 Be alert to changing 

weather conditions using 

local alerts, battery-

operated radios, and other 

news sources for infor-

mation and instructions.  

 

   Although we do not live in an 

area that gets significant 

amounts of snow, we do get 

ice storms which could leave 

us without power for several 

days.  To learn more about 

preparing for winter weather, 

take a look at this animated 

video, and see what to do 

“When the Sky Turns Gray”. 

www.youtube.com/watch?

v=XVpGJ_Xl__w&list=UUVrYey

5SZMid_VZk9D8tYmA 

 

 

 

 

The "How to Prepare for a Win-

ter Storm" guide can be found 

at FEMA's website at:  

www.fema.gov/media-library-

data/1408633655071-

32caae446efef4ab2f4fcccdb

55f725c/

PrepareAthon_WINTER%

20STORMS_HTG_FINAL_508.

pdf 

G ET  PREPAR ED FOR WI NT ER  WEATH ER  —  LOU  LAFR ENAY E  
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Tabb Lakes 2015 Holiday 

Decorations Contest begins 

this December to recognize 

and show appreciation to resi-

dents for an outstanding job 

of decorating their homes 

during the holidays for every-

one to enjoy! 

 

  It is highly encouraged that 

you consider helping us by 

volunteering to be a holiday 

decor judge for this one event 

and/or nominating your favor-

ite decorated home by contact-

ing the beautification commit-

tee at  

beauty@tabblakes.org.  If there 

are no volunteers to help judge 

the decor, then the judging will 

be done by the Tabb Lakes 

Board of Directors and the 

Beautification Committee 

members. 

deemed the 2015 Holiday 

Decorations Contest Win-

ner.  Each winner will receive a 

$50.00 gift card to Lowes and 

be recognized on the commu-

nity website and Facebook 

page.  Current Holiday Decora-

tions Contest Committee 

members (to include new vol-

unteers) and Tabb Lakes 

Board of Directors are not eli-

gible to win. 

 

   Examples of possible judging 

criteria:  Curb Appeal, Theme, 

Uniformity of Color, Neatness 

and Alignment, Organization of 

Lawn Ornaments, etc.  

PLEASE NOTE: This Award Pro-

gram focuses on the front 

yards/roofs only. 

 

   This is a contest for two win-

ners.  We are looking for a best 

holiday daytime AND a best 

evening holiday decor win-

ner.  Any residential property 

(owner or tenant occupied) 

within the Tabb Lakes subdivi-

sion is eligible.  Judging will 

take place during the month of 

December with the final deci-

sion being rendered December 

23rd.  The home receiving the 

most total votes will be 

T A B B  L A K E S  N E W S L E T T E R  

HO LI DAY  DECORATI NG  CO NT ES T—BEAUTI FICATI ON CO MMITTEE  

York County School  

District Calendar 

December 2015 

11  Early Dismissal 

22-31 Winter Break 

January 2016 

1  Winter Break 

18  Martin Luther King, Jr., 

 Holiday 

26-28  Early Dismissal, Exams 

29 Student Holiday 

Leaf Pickup 

Residents may place an unlim-

ited number of clear bags of 

leaves at the front roadside for 

collection every other week in 

York County. We, in Tabb Lakes, 

are in the Southern Zone. Our 

weeks are: 

December 14 and 28 

January 11 and 25 

Bags must be at the front road-

side by 7 a.m. on the Monday of 

our collection week. Pick up will 

be completed by the end of the 

week. 

Christmas Celebrations in  

Yorktown 

Sunday, December 6 

1-4 p.m. Cookies with Santa at 

York Hall. FREE 

Saturday, December 12 

8:30 a.m. Breakfast with Santa & 

Mrs. Claus, Riverwalk Restaurant. 

Tickets required. $19 for age 3 

and up. 757-875-1522 

9 a.m.-3 p.m. Yorktown Market 

Days. Riverwalk Landing. FREE 

1 p.m. Toyland Parade. Riverwalk 

Landing. FREE 

mailto:beauty@tabblakes.org
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These advertisements are not an endorsement by the Tabb Lakes Homes Association.  
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Tabb Lakes Homes Association 
P.O. Box 8088, Tabb, Virginia 23693 

Architectural Review Committee (ARC) Request for Approval 

Name:  __________________________________ Date of request:  _______________________________ 

Address:  ________________________________ Email:  _______________________________________ 

Telephone:  ______________________________  Alt Telephone:  ________________________________ 

Type of modification: (deck, patio, outbuilding, addition, fence, etc.) 
Plans and specifications: Please attach a copy of plat with a sketch of proposed modification. Show approx-
imate shape & measurements. List colors and materials to be used if needed for approval.  
 
I have provided an accurate representation of the planned modification. I have contacted my immedi-
ate neighbors to inform them of my proposed project. I will notify the ARC of any changes that need 
to be made which would affect their approval prior to resuming work on the project. 
 

Homeowner’s Signature:_________________________________________  Date:_____________________ 

Homeowner check list: 

 County permits: 890-3522   

 Call Miss Utility before digging, to locate underground utilities: 1-800-552-7001 
To Submit:  

 E-mail form to Cox & Lee Management for minimum turnaround time: coxleemgt@gmail.com.  

 Mail form to the following address: 
TLHA ARC Committee 
c/o Cox & Lee Management, Inc. 
5007-C Victory Blvd. #141 
Yorktown, VA  23693 

NOTE: This form can be downloaded from our webpage: www.tabblakes.org/arc.php 
 
Questions: Call Cox & Lee Management, 757-593-6088 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Committee Action     Date of receipt: ________________________________ 

_____Approved as submitted 

_____Approved subject to modifications as required by covenants 

_____Disapproved for reason listed on reverse side 

 

Architectural Review Committee or Cox & Lee Management representative signature and date: 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Revised August, 2015 



P.O. Box 8088 
Yorktown, VA  23693 

http://www.tabblakes.org 
We are also on Facebook! 
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COMMITTEE/MANAGER CHAIR TELEPHONE E-MAIL 

Architectural Review Manager Cox & Lee Management 593-6088 coxleemgt@gmail.com 

Beautification Committee Denise Bertelli 478-8847 beauty@tabblkakes.org 

Emergency Response Committee Lou Lafrenaye 867-8333 tlert@tabblakes.org 

Grounds Maintenance Manager Vacant   

Lake Maintenance (Lake 1) Manager David Allen 310-6148 lakemaint1@tabblakes.org 

Lake Maintenance (Lake 2) Manager Bill Keplesky 867-9219 lakemaint2@tabblakes.org 

Neighborhood Watch Committee Vacant   

Newsletter Editor/Manager Shirley Flanagan 876-1156 newsletter@tabblakes.org 

Storm water Committee Lou Lafrenaye 867-8333 stormwater@tabblakes.org 

Web-Site Manager Clint Flanagan 876-1155 webmaster@tabblakes.org 

Welcome Committee Keith Ebert 867-7133 welcome@tabblakes.org 

Committee  Cha irpersons  and managers  

Please do NOT 

feed the geese. 


